
Maths Mastery 
Curriculum
What is Maths Mastery?



National 
Curriculum
Aims

The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all 
pupils: 

- become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including 
through varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex 
problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding 
and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. 

- reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing 
relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, 
justification or proof using mathematical language.

- can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of 
routine and non- routine problems with increasing sophistication, 
including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and 
persevering in seeking solutions.



What does it 
mean to 
master 
something? 



Gok Wan?



Mastery of 
Maths is 
more...

•Achievable for all 
•Deep and sustainable learning
•The ability to build on something 
that has already been sufficiently 
mastered
•The ability to reason about a 
concept and make connections
•Conceptual and procedural fluency



Teaching for 
Mastery

•The belief that all pupils can achieve

•Keeping the class working together so 
that all can access and master 
mathematics

•Development of deep mathematical 
understanding

•Development of both factual/procedural 
and conceptual fluency

•Longer time on key topics, providing 
time to go deeper and embed learning



They did this 
last year!

Understanding 
VS Performing



What is depth?



The mastery 
model





Concrete, 
Pictorial,
Abstract.

3 + 1 = 4

Concrete Pictorial
Abstract

Concrete or pictorial representations 
support students to understand abstract 

concepts



Partitioning 
and Combining



Partitioning 
and Combining 



Part, Part, 
Whole 
Relationships



Representing 
the Part, Part, 
Whole



Have a go…



8 flowers and 2 
flowers



5 apples and 2 
apples



Proving prime 
numbers



Examples of 
depth



Examples of 
depth



WRM 
Guidance
Block 1



WRM 
Guidance 
Block 1



WRM 
Guidance 
Block 1



WRM 
Guidance 
Block 1



Remember…
Teaching for 
Mastery is…

•The belief that all pupils can achieve

•Keeping the class working together so 
that all can access and master 
mathematics, moving together

•Development of deep mathematical 
understanding

•Development of both factual/procedural 
and conceptual fluency, making 
connections

•Longer time on key topics, providing 
time to go deeper and embed learning



Thank you and 
any questions? 


